
 
 

 

Factors that influenced our culture  
and shaped our identity 

 
 

 

 

 



Slavic roots 

Slavic traditions – roots of Polish folk culture.  Development of Polish language.   

Ethnically we are Slavic people - our language belongs to the same group as Russian, Czech, Slovak, Ukrainian, Serbian, Bulgarian 

and other Slavic languages. We have similar names for days, numbers, members of family and many basic words: WATER = woda 

(Polish), voda (Czech, Slovak, Russian) HOUSE = dom (Polish), dom (Czech, Slovak, Russian).  

 

  



Greek and Roman past - the roots of our culture  

Greek: mythology, democracy, philosophy, architecture drama (theatre) and sport (Olympic Games)   

Roman: Roman law, roads, the Latin alphabet 

                               

                              



Christianity - Roman Catholic Church 

In 966 Poland becomes part of European community of Christian states and Boleslaw I becomes the first king.  

We celebrate Christmas, Easter and other traditional religious feast days. 

   

                                                                    



The first Universities in Italy and the Jagiellonian University 
In 1364, following the example of Italian and other European Universities, Casimir III The Great founded Krakow Academy, which 

later was transformed into Jagiellonian University – the oldest in Poland. One of its greatest and most famous graduates was 

astronomer Mikołaj Kopernik (Copernicus). After studies in Krakow, Kopernik went to Italy and studied in The University of 

Bologna. 

      

 



The invention of printing press (XV century) 
Soon after Gutenberg had invented printing press in Germany, Poland had its first printing house in Krakow. Books started                 
to be made on a bigger scale. More and more people could read books - this helped develop knowledge, science and literature.                   
People in Poland, like everywhere else, can read books from all over the world. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Rey and Kochanowski - Polish Renaissance writers 
The beginning of Polish literature written in national language.  Rey was often called “Polish Dante”  

because, like Dante, he promoted the use of “people’s language” in place of Latin in literary works. 

                                           



Fryderyk Chopin – the great Polish composer 

Fryderyk Chopin was the great Polish composer and pianist. In his music his used the melodies from Polish traditional dances like 

Mazurka and Polonaise. He became very famous and his music is very popular around the world –  not only in philharmonic 

concert halls, but also among jazz musicians. 

 

                 

 

 

 



 Conflicts  
Throughout history, Poland has suffered from many conflicts that took place on its territory. Especially The Second World War 

was very tragic for our country. Millions of Polish citizens lost their lives and the whole country was destroyed. After the war 

Poland was not a democratic country, because it became the part of so called “Soviet Block”. Those dramatic events strongly 

influenced the culture – many books, films and theatre plays have been made to depict this moment of our history. 

                

                     

     The ruins of Warsaw                                                   Warsaw ghetto under occupation  

 

 



The invention of television 

The invention of television strongly influenced Polish culture. It became the main source of information and 

entertainment. People could learn more about the outside world.  It helped to unify the society and Polish language. 

But it also brought about  negative changes. People do not read as may books as they used to, and some never 

reach for a book, because it is easier to stare at the TV. Children spend too much of their time watching TV instead 

of playing outdoors. They also watch scenes of violence and very often become violent themselves. Our culture 

became more uniform with the rest of the world – people dress, behave and buy the same things as everywhere 

in the world. The original culture is getting weaker.  

                                                                            



 

The invention of Internet 

One of the greatest inventions of the twentieth  century was the invention of the Internet. Thanks to the Internet people can 

communicate very easily. We can get any information in no time at all and we can learn a lot with the use of the Internet. It really 

has changed our life and culture. But, just like TV (or even more) the Internet has also its negative aspects.  

 

 


